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been due altogether to the futile and mischievous
terrors of the local authorities, and to the ill-advised
measures which were taken to guard against any
possible breach of the peace.

The magistrates had sworn in a very large number

of special constables, and had called out the services

of a large body of Hussars, a troop of Horse Artillery

with two cannons, a regiment of infantry, and nearly

eight hundred of the Cheshire Yeomanry and   the

Manchester Yeomanr}'.    The military forces were all

disposed in streets and lanes close to the place of

meeting.    At the appointed hour, Hunt, the chairman

of the  meeting, accompanied  by a number  of his

friends and by a band, were seen making their way

towards the appointed place.  The band played the two

popular national airs, "Rule Britannia" and " God save

the King " ; and it is stated that a large number of

those attending the meeting took  off their hats in

token of respect for the sentiment to which the music

gave  expression.    Mr.   Hunt  and  his  friends  then

mounted the platform, and it was proposed in the

most quiet and orderly way that Mr. Hunt should

take  the  chair.    The   motion  was   seconded,  and

carried by acclamation.   Hunt thereupon advanced to

address the  meeting  for  the   purpose   of   formally

opening the proceedings.    Miss Martineau's history

tells us what happened then.    " He had only/' says

the  authoress,  " uttered  a   few  sentences   when   a

confused   murmur  and   pressure, beginning  at one

verge of the field and rapidly rolling onwards, brought

him to a pause.    The soldiers were upon the people.

The magistrates, it appears, had taken it into their